
To the Members of the N.C. General Assembly: 
 
Since the Dan River coal ash spill in February 2014, seldom has a day passed in North Carolina when coal ash is not 
in the news; the disposition of coal ash in North Carolina is of vital importance to public health and the 
environment. Our communities are being profoundly impacted: some of us already living day to day with 
contaminated water and air, and others are facing new impacts in areas which have been targeted for the disposal 
of coal ash. 
  
During the summer of 2015, North Carolina communities previously impacted by coal ash, and those currently 
dealing with new coal ash landfills, joined together with a shared vision and common goal to form the Alliance of 
Carolinians Together (ACT) Against Coal Ash. Believing that the coal ash emergency in North Carolina deserves a 
real, comprehensive solution that will protect all communities, we crafted the ACT Against Coal Ash unifying 
principles. A few of the key principles are below, and the full document can be found here. 
  
Please don’t let this short session close without taking action to assure that communities near coal ash sites 
have safe replacement water supplies as soon as possible, that communities facing new coal ash landfills are 
protected and that cleanups move forward quickly, with no “capping in place.” 
 
We believe that all people, regardless of race and socio-economic class, have a right to healthy communities, clean 
water, clean air, and safe food and soil. 
 
We believe that living in close proximity to coal ash infringes on these basic rights. 
 
We demand a transparent process to coal ash cleanup in which Duke Energy and N.C. decision makers are open 
and honest about the health effects of chemicals found in coal ash, and any plans for disposal or recycling coal ash. 
 
We call on Duke Energy and N.C. decision makers to urgently respond to the need to test any water supply well 
that may have been contaminated by coal ash, not just those with 1,000 feet. The tests must be paid for by Duke 
and performed by an independent lab using the most sensitive and comprehensive testing methods. 
  
We call on N.C. decision makers to require Duke Energy to pay for independent oversight of the coal ash cleanup 
process, independent analysis of current coal ash contamination, research by public and private entities to find the 
best solutions to this problem, and random and unannounced inspections of the coal ash sites by state regulators. 
 
We demand that N.C. decision makers and Duke Energy prioritize worker safety during all phases of coal ash 
cleanup and site remediation. 
 
We call on N.C. decision makers and Duke Energy to strive for a permanent solution to coal ash that prioritizes 
community safety. We demand that any coal ash that cannot be safely recycled or processed be stored on Duke 
Energy property with the company maintaining liability. We will not accept dumping of the ash in other 
communities or capping-in-place as solutions. We demand that the ash be urgently isolated from ground and 
surface water at all locations. 
 
We call on Duke Energy and N.C. decision makers to invest in a sustainable, healthy, affordable, and responsible 
energy future for N.C. that supports the growth of solar, wind energy, and energy efficiency programs, and moves 
away from coal, natural gas, and other harmful and expensive methods of generating power that poison 
communities and affect North Carolinians’ quality of life. 

As our elected representatives you have the opportunity - and responsibility - to do what is right for the residents 
of North Carolina. We call on the General Assembly to make sure no community is left to suffer from coal ash now, 
or in the future. 
 
 

http://actagainstcoalash.nccoalash.org/index.php/unifying-principles/


Sincerely, 
 
The Alliance of Carolinians Together Against Coal Ash 
actagainstcoalash.org 
 
Individual community representatives: 
 
Bobby Jones, representing Down East Coal Ash Coalition, Goldsboro 
Caroline Armijo, representing Residents for Coal Ash Cleanup, Belews Creek 
Roger Hollis, representing residents near Cliffside / Rogers Energy Complex 
Debbie Baker and Amy Brown, representing neighbors of Allen Steam Station 
Jeri Cruz-Segarra, representing resident near Asheville Steam Station 
John Wagner and Judy Hogan, representing Chatham Citizens Against Coal Ash Dumps 
Deborah B. Graham, representing neighbors of Buck Steam Station 
 

http://actagainstcoalash.org/

